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On Friday morning, June 4th, the ñFlame of 

Hopeò will pass through downtown Utica, the 

final leg of the statewide Torch Run leading up to 

the Games. That evening opening ceremonies for 

the 40th Anniversary Games of the NYS Special 

Olympics will be held  at Utica College, Charles 

A. Gaetano Stadium at 8:00pm.  On Saturday, 

June 5th, Utica College will host most of the ath-

letes, but MVCC, SUNYIT and Pin-O-Rama will 

be  serving as completion sites also. For more 

info please visit their web site at http://nyso.org/ 

All events are FREE & OPEN to the public! 

Pictured are Eunice Kennedy Shriver and Vincent Femia.  

Telecom Pioneers   
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A ñSPECIALò HISTORY LESSON  

and  INVITATION  

By David Femia 

 

In December of 2008, the celebrated publication 

Sports Illustrated magazine chose to commemorate 

the 40th anniversary of the Special Olympics by es-

tablishing its first annual Sportsman of the Year Leg-

acy Award. 

But wait...I am getting ahead of myself. 

 

First we should rewind to a reportedly hot and humid 

morning in Chicago on July 20th, 1968. It was then 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver, less than two months after 

her brother Robert Kennedy was assassinated, 

marched nearly 1000 athletes into Soldier Field for 

the first Special Olympic Games. Less than 100 spec-

tators populated the 85,000 seat capacity of this sta-

dium to hear Ms. Shriver debut the Special Olympic 

Oath.   

"Let me win, but if I cannot win, let me be brave in 

the attempt." 

 Skeptics were dismissive of the event which was 

largely ignored by the press. Like the athletes she 

was so ardently advocating for, Eunice faced chal-

lenges and obstacles in her quest to fulfill a dream of 

getting the world to acknowledge a population which 

was, to a large degree, invisible or perceived to be an 

embarrassment. In fact, when the country of Russia was 

invited to attend they declined saying ñWe do not have 

people with intellectual disabilities in Russia." 

Eunice was undeterred. 

If anything, she was emboldened. 

She predicted one day one million intellectually chal-

lenged athletes would participate in Special Olympic 

events. 

We now know she underestimated herself. 

Today, over 3 million athletes train and compete from 

all 50 of these United States and 181 countries around 

the world.   

Stories regarding her as the singular driving force in 

making the Special Olympics viable and relevant are 

legend. It has been reported when her brother, President 

John Kennedy would be told his sister Eunice was in the 

White House to see him, he would shake his head know-

ing she would exact whatever political capital he had to 

move her agenda forward. 

He understood what everyone she approached would 

soon learn, she was positively irrepressible. 

When attempting to access the impact of what was ac-

complished by her extraordinary determination and vi-

sion it is perhaps best to acknowledge the words of 

Sports Illustrated magazine reporter Jack McCallum 

who wrote,  
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"But to say that the lot of people with intellectual dis-

abilities has improved because of Special Olympics 

would be a gross understatement. Shriver's movement 

did nothing less than release an entire population 

from a prison of ignorance and misunderstanding. It 

did something else, tooðcreate a cathartic covenant 

between competitor and fan that is unlike anything 

else in sport. You watch and what you see is nothing 

less than a transformation, the passage of someone 

who has been labeled unfortunate, handicapped, dis-

abled or challenged to something else: athlete.ò 

 

Last year my wife Patty and I were blessed to ob-

serve that sentiment on a grand scale at the 2009 Spe-

cial Olympic Winter World Games held in Boise, 

Idaho when our son Vincent was selected to represent 

Team USA in the Nordic skiing events. Simply 

stated, it was the most uplifting experience of both 

our lives. It dramatically transcended the fact our son 

was competing. That was just icing on a very deli-

cious cake. 

 We were literally sore from all the power hugs we 

shared with the purest athletes in the world. Athletes 

not motivated by endorsements and contracts.              

Athletes not sullied by performance enhancing drugs 

but rather athletes in competition primarily with             

themselves incentivized by the joy derived from par-

ticipating in their sport. 

 And now, just as the euphoria of that experience has fi-

nally started to fade we again find ourselves very excited. 

Why? 

That is because now everyone from our area may enjoy the 

same opportunity as Utica, New York will be hosting the 

2010 Special Olympic New York State Summer Games the 

weekend of June 4-6. Now you too can experience that spe-

cial "cathartic covenant" between Special Olympians and 

their fans. Over 2000 athletes are expected to converge and 

compete in Aquatics, Basketball, and Bowling, Power lift-

ing, Gymnastics, Tennis, Volleyball, and Athletics (Track 

& Field). 

 So please accept this invitation to join us. We are confident 

you too will find it a unique and transformational experi-

ence. 

OK... now I can get back to where I started. Of course you 

have probably figured out who was honored as the first re-

cipient of the first SI Sportsman of the Year Legacy Award.                                          

Fittingly, it was Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Sadly however, 

Eunice passed away shortly afterward in August of 2009 

but not before learning one of the largest contingents of 

athletes from a foreign country  at last year's Special Olym-

pic Winter World Games was from RUSSIA! 

 

  "BE A FAN"  
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TOGETHER SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  

We will be starting the playground map pro-

ject!  Do you know of an elementary school 

that has a place for our outside map of the 

USA that is painted on smooth pavement. 

The total amount of space we need is 

25õx40õ.  If the school doesnõt have that 

amount of footage for our outdoor map we 

can provide them with an indoor òrug mapó 

version. We will also need about ten volunteers for this project. Contact Mike 

Fitzgerald at 797 -7266 for more further information.  

Beginning in May we will be placing col-

lection boxes at all company locations 

for the Verizon Foundation Shower 

for Shelters . Personal items are still 

needed for area shelters.  Shampoo/

conditioners, shavers, soap, tooth 

brushes/toothpaste, dental floss, tal-

cum powder, dia-

pers, baby wipes, 

baby bottles, for-

mula, art & school 

supplies, toys & 

game boards,  

hand sanitizer, towels, facecloths,  non -

perishable canned food, paper towels 

and house cleaning products are just a 

few of the items.  Just think of what 

you use on a daily bases and buy extra 

to drop off to the collection boxes!   

Contact Roosevelt òKilleró Fitzpatrick 

with any questions at 794 -1613. 

 

We are honored to host all of the 

naturalization ceremonies in Utica and 

Rome.  

The ceremonies will take place:  

May 13, in Utica at the Alexander 

Pirnie Federal Building (itõs the òold 

Post Officeó), on Broad Street.  

June 24th, in Utica at the same ad-

dress as above. 

September 16th, in Rome at Fort 

Stanwix on Erie Boulevard/North 

James Street intersection.  

December 2nd, in 

Utica at the Utica ad-

dress above. 

 

We are in need of bak-

ers for each of these 

events. Please call Patti Femia at 404 -

6633 if you can provide some goodies 

for these special ceremonies.  
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BEST WISHES TOé 

 

Dolores Ptak who is recovering from knee sur-

gery.  Dolores had her left knee replaced re-

cently and has been seen trying to get her golf 

swing ready for the upcoming season.  

 

Grandma Carol Sharpe wanted us to know that 

her grandaughter, Liesel Vosburgh a junior at 

Holland Patent, was recently se-

lected to represent her school at a 

week log Cyber Challenge Competi-

tion sponsored by Rome Labs.  The 

students are given a problem that 

even engineers donõt have an an-

swer to.  As a result of placing second , she 

was rewarded a six week internship with Alion 

Science Technology located at the Griffiss 

Business Park. She is the daughter of Lauren 

and Bill Vosburgh.  

 

New grandmother, Barbara M. Mario. Sarah 

Elizabeth Wolanin was born on January 4th, 

weighing in at four pounds, four 

ounces, her proud parents are 

William & Andrea Wolanin of 

Utica.  

 

This editor also wants to share the great news 

that she is a grandmother!  I am  proud to an-

nounce the birth of my grandson, Cody Jon 

Schmidt.  He arrived in this world on March 

18th, weighing in at six pounds, two ounces and  

twenty and one -half inches long.  His parents 

are Eric & Ashley Schmidt of Westmoreland.  

 

Best Wishes are extended to everyone who is 

celebrating!!!!  
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